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Guernsey Advisory Circulars (GACs) are issued to provide advice, guidance and 
information on standards, practices and procedures necessary to facilitate the 
application and processing of applications for services related to the Guernsey 
Aircraft Register. 

They are not in themselves law or a regulation but may amplify provisions of the 
laws and regulations, including the Guernsey Aviation Requirements, or provide 
practical guidance. Since GACs are non-binding, regulated persons may choose 
alternative means to comply with the guidance. In this case, however, they lose 
the presumption of compliance provided by the circular and need to 
demonstrate to the Office of the Director Civil Aviation (ODCA) that they do 
comply with the law. 

The definitive version of GACs is on the States of Guernsey website 
http://www.cidca.aero which should be viewed to establish the latest issue. 

Enquiries regarding the content of this publication should be addressed to the 
Office of the Director of Civil Aviation, Guernsey Airport, Airport Terminal 
Building, La Villiaze, Forest, Guernsey, GY8 0DS. 

Processing of applications will be done by the Guernsey Aircraft Registry, which 
operates as ‘2-REG’. For further information consult http://www.2-reg.com or 
send a message to info@2-reg.com. 

 

http://www.cidca.aerow/
http://www.2-reg.com/
mailto:info@2-reg.com
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1 Purpose  

This Circular provides information regarding the Permit to Fly (PtF) application 
and guidance material designed to assist the applicant in gathering the relevant 
aircraft documentation required by the Director for the investigation and issue 
of a PtF. 

2 Related laws, regulations and requirements 

This Circular relates to: 

GAR Parts 21, 91, 119, 121, 125 and 135. 

No rights can be derived from this document. For exact details please refer to 

The Air Navigation (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 2012 (The Law). In case of 

conflict between this guidance document and the Law, the latter shall prevail. 

3 Definitions 

Definitions, in the context of this GAC shall have the meanings listed in GAR 

Part 1 (Definitions, Abbreviations and Units of Measurement).  
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4 Introduction  

4.1 Should an aircraft no longer meet the certification standards set for its 
applicable Type Acceptance Certificate, its Certificate of Airworthiness (Cof 
A) will not be in force. The only provision for allowing an aircraft to fly in 
these circumstances is to permit the aircraft to be operated in accordance 
with the conditions of a Permit to Fly (PtF), granted by the Director.  

4.2 A PtF may also provide an exemption from the requirements to hold a CofA 
whilst operating within Guernsey airspace.  

         Note: Where a flight commences and/or terminates outside Guernsey 
airspace, and the aircraft is to be operated in accordance with the 
conditions of a PtF,  an overflight approval of the PtF prior to the flight will 
be required from the respective foreign Aviation Authorities of their 
entered airspace. 

5 Circumstances when a Permit to Fly may be required 

5.1 For example:  

• Ferry flights for maintenance: Flying the aircraft to a location where 
maintenance (or repair) is to be performed, or to a place of storage. 

• Check flights after maintenance: Flying the aircraft following maintenance 
affecting the aircraft's performance, handling, etc; or when required by the 
manufacturer. 

• Test flights for approval of a modification: Flying the aircraft to test 
modifications. Test flights must be conducted in accordance with a Flight 
Test Schedule approved by the Aviation Authority certifying the 
modification(s). 

6 ‘Validity’ and ‘In Force’ - Expressions of a Certificate of Airworthiness 

6.1 The expressions ‘validity’ and ‘in force’ are utilised in respect of a CofA 
granted to an aircraft registered in Guernsey. For clarity these expressions 
are defined as follows: 

‘Validity’ refers to the certification conditions that an aircraft must meet, 
and the periodicity of any expiry for a CofA to be considered valid; it does 
not constitute authority for flight unless the aircraft meets all the conditions 
of the valid CofA. 

‘In Force’ describes where a CofA, unless surrendered, suspended or 
cancelled, will be considered in force so long as the aircraft continues to 
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meet the conditions to which the CofA was issued. 

7 Flight Authority 

7.1 The owner or operator should endeavour to maintain a valid CofA for the 
aircraft, precluding the need for a PtF. 

Where this is not possible, an application for a PtF should be made to 2-REG, 
by the appointed GAR Part 39 organisation or Technical Coordinator, on 
behalf of the aircraft owner or operator.  

8 Application for a Permit to Fly 

8.1 The PtF application to 2-REG should be completed with applicable 
supporting documentation. This should include specific technical 
justification supporting the nature of the intended flight or journey, which 
must detail the reasons why the CofA is not in force, and why, for example, 
this cannot be resolved at the aircraft’s current location.   

The specific technical justification may require support from the Type 
Certificate Holder (TCH) and/or an appropriately approved design 
organisation.  

8.2 Whilst a TCH may conventionally provide a ‘No Technical Objection’ (NTO) 
to support an applicant’s request, an NTO does not constitute design 
approval, nor authority to operate the aircraft.  

8.3 Early communication with 2-REG is recommended to facilitate obtaining the 
appropriate technical justification. 

8.4 The PtF application shall also require a declaration by the applicable GAR 
Part 39 Organisation or Technical Coordinator authorised by the Director, 
that the aircraft has no features and characteristics making it unsafe for the 
intended flight(s) and should include a comprehensive operational risk 
assessment appended accordingly. 

8.5 The Director reserves the right to inspect the aircraft or review the aircraft 
records prior to granting a PtF.  

8.6 The application for a PtF should be made online using the 2-REG Application 
Portal at: www.2-reg.com/application   

Each application should be supported by the applicable form completed, 
available at: www.2-reg.com/downloads  

8.7 Appendix A provides a sample of the application form, to be completed for 
applications for a Permit to Fly. 

http://www.2-reg.com/application
http://www.2-reg.com/downloads
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9 Flight Release Certificate 

9.1 As specified in GAR Part 21.705 and GAR Part 43.155; prior to the conduct of 
a flight under a PtF, a Flight Release Certificate shall be issued, to satisfy that: 

a) As per GAR part 21.175(b); that the aircraft documentation has been 
satisfactorily reviewed by the GAR Part 39 approved organisation, or 
Technical Coordinator, and that the aircraft is considered airworthy in 
respect of required scheduled maintenance and defect rectification; and 

b) All applicable maintenance actions including any required by the 
conditions on the Permit to Fly have been carried out and the aircraft is 
therefore fit for flight under the identified conditions and restrictions; 
and;  

c) The aircraft is configured to the conditions prescribed on the PtF 
certificate. 

9.2 Upon successful completion of the evaluation, a Flight Release Certificate 
issued by a person authorised by the Director shall be issued to certify that 
the aircraft is fit for flight.  

9.3   The certificate should be issued for the specified period as detailed on the 
PtF certificate. 

9.4 A Flight Release Certificate may only be issued by the following: 

a) an individual within a GAR Part 145 organisation who is authorised in 
accordance with GAR Part 43.155 and listed in the Maintenance 
Organisation Exposition (MOE) for this purpose; or 

b) a person specifically authorised by the Director for this purpose. 

9.5 Appendix B provides an example of an acceptable format for the Flight 
Release Certificate.  

10 Limitations of a Permit to Fly 

10.1 The following conditions are considered essential for the PtF; 

a) persons or property are not carried for compensation or hire; and 

b) no person is carried in the aircraft unless that person is essential to the 
purpose of the flight and has been advised of the contents of the 
authorisation and the airworthiness status of the aircraft; and 

c) the aircraft is operated only by crew who are aware of the purpose of the 
flight and any limitations imposed, and who hold appropriate certificates 
or licences acceptable to the Director; and 
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d) all flights are to be conducted so as to avoid areas where flights might 
create hazardous exposure; and 

e) all flights are conducted within the performance operating limitations 
prescribed in the Aircraft Flight Manual and any additional limitations 
specified by the Director for the particular flight; and 

f) a Permit Flight Release Certificate shall be certified by an authorized 
person or organisation 

g) the period of validity and the conditions of a PtF are to be specified.  

h) the registration marks assigned to the aircraft are to be displayed on the 

aircraft in accordance with The Aviation Registry (Guernsey) Law, 

Schedule 3; and 

i) an authorisation / validation of the PtF is obtained from any foreign State 
to be overflown and any additional conditions from that authorisation 
followed. 

11 Air Operator Certificate (AOC) Holders 

11.1 The holder of an AOC shall: 

a) include in its Operations Manual the details and procedures that will 
apply when operating an aircraft under a PtF; and 

b) establish the procedures to be followed for the application for a PtF and 
the continuing airworthiness control procedures, which must be included 
in the associated Maintenance Control Manual (MCM) as specified in 
GAR Part 39.59; and 

c) establish the GAR Part 145 maintenance and Flight Release Certificate 
authorisation procedures which must be documented in the MOE. 

12 Private Operator Certificate (POC) Holders 

12.1 Non-commercial aircraft owners/operators, who may not utilise an 
Operations Manual, must satisfy the Director that they have taken 
adequate measures to ensure that the flight can be made safely and will not 
endanger any person or property.  

12.2 Holders of a POC shall not operate a flight with any persons on board that 
are not essential for the safe operation of the aircraft.  
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13 Operating Under a Permit to Fly 

13.1 Operators should be aware that aircraft not having a valid and in force CofA 
in compliance with ICAO Annex 8 do not have automatic rights of 
international air navigation under the Chicago Convention. 

13.2 An aircraft operating under a PtF should obtain prior permission from each 
State whose airspace it is intended to use while operating without a valid 
CofA. 

13.3 The operator of an aircraft registered in Guernsey shall retain any 
maintenance records supporting a PtF after the aircraft has been released 
to service, together with all documents supporting their decision to conduct 
the flight. 
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Appendix A   Permit to Fly Application Form (example) 
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Appendix A   Permit to Fly Application Form (example) 

  



Permit To Fly GAC AIR-9 Page 9  

ODCA Guernsey Advisory Circular Issue 1 / July 2024 

Appendix A   Permit to Fly Application Form (example) 
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Appendix A   Permit to Fly Application Form (example) 
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Appendix A   Permit to Fly Application Form (example) 
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Appendix B   Flight Release Certificate (example) 

FLIGHT RELEASE CERTIFICATE 

PERMIT TO FLY USE ONLY – PLACE ON BOARD AIRCRAFT 

Aircraft Type:  Serial Number:  Registration:  

I confirm that the aircraft documentation has been satisfactorily reviewed by the GAR Part 39 approved organisation, or 
authorised individual, and that the aircraft is considered airworthy in respect of required scheduled maintenance and 
defect rectification. 

GAR 39 (organisation) 
Validation/Approval Ref 

GAR 39 (individual) 
Authorisation Ref Name Signed Date 

     

I confirm that all applicable maintenance actions including any required by the conditions on the Permit to Fly have been 
carried out. The aircraft is therefore fit for flight under the identified conditions and restrictions. 

GAR 145 (organisation) 
Validation/Approval Ref 

GAR 43 (individual) 
Authorisation Ref Name Signed Date 

     

This certificate is valid from (date):  until (date):  

 

END 


